17" Biennial Symposium Northern Wild Sheep and Goat Council

Rocky Mountain Goat Trap and Transplant Program and Survival of Transplanted Kids
in Oregon

NICK A. MYATT, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2995 Hughes Lane, Baker City,
OR 97814

PAT E. MATTHEWS, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 82119 Fish Hatchery Lane,
Enterprise, OR 97828

BRIAN S. RATLIFF, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2995 Hughes Lane, Baker City,
OR 97814

RYAN E. TORLAND, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box 9, John Day, OR
97845

Abstract:  Reintroductions of mountain goats (Oreamnos americanus) into the Elkhorn
Mountains of Northeast Oregon have established a source population for other releases in
Oregon. We captured 157 goats during 9 captures from 2000 to 2009. Reintroductions have
established breeding populations and natural dispersion is being reported throughout Northeast
Oregon. While release efforts have resulted in established populations, survival of released kids
has been low. Later capture date and release methodology changes have increased kid survival.
Managers need to be aware that capture and transplant programs are successful at establishing
breeding populations but survival of released kids is low.
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